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    Abstract
Background According to the recommendations of scientific societies and legislation, medicines prescription should be performed by the active ingredient (AI) to avoid drug-related problems. In clinical practice, for various reasons, physicians tend to use brand names (BN).

Purpose To evaluate the quality of prescriptions through the prescription by AI in inpatients compared with the prescription by BN and to compare with a previous study in our department.

Material and methods Observational and retrospective study in a tertiary teaching hospital conducted during October 2013. We included all inpatients admitted to non-critical units. Using the Unit Dose Drugs Dispensing System (UDDDS) pharmacists reviewed all the treatment lines of the medical orders. A database was designed and filled with data collected: number of lines of treatment prescribed as an AI or BN and medical service. Furthermore, we classified medicines by their treatment group according to the WHO classification: Anatomical, Therapeutic, Chemical classification system (ATC). As the last step, the results obtained were compared with those found in a similar study in October 2010.

Results During one month, UDDDS revised 1999 treatment lines in 2013 and 1973 treatment lines in the 2010 study. Physicians prescribed 1166 (58%) versus 1303 (66%) by the BN in 2013 and 2010 respectively. At clinical service distribution, lines of inpatient pharmacotherapy admitted to Pneumology (77%) and Psychiatry (72%) were the most prescribed by BN in the 2013 study; in the 2010 study, these were Psychiatry (86%) too, Gynaecology (83%) and Orthopaedic Surgery (83%). In the other clinical services, it appears that the requirements are approximately 50% AI. The reverse trend was observed in the Short Stay Unit, Paediatrics and Neurosurgery reaching around 60% of treatment lines with the AI in the 2013 study and also reaching 60% in the Haematology department in 2010. Sorted by ATC classification, the most prescriptions in 2013 by BN were in the N group with 31%, followed by A, B and J with 23%, 17% and 17% respectively.

Conclusion Most medical orders continue to be prescribed by the BN despite the prescribing quality recommendations. Maybe when computer-assisted prescription comes to our hospital, this situation will be reversed.

References
	http://ejhp.bmj.com/content/21/Suppl_1/A173.1.abstract?sid=d83081ef-56cd-4710-8d47-6094ffac1969

	http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/2011/08/20/pdfs/BOE-A-2011-14021.pdf


ReferencesNo conflict of interest.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/ejhpharm-2015-000639.252

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via EAHP  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via EAHP  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: European Association of Hospital Pharmacists]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses
	Top Cited Articles


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	EAHP learning modules
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Soundcloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 2047-9964

        Copyright © 2023 European Association of Hospital Pharmacy. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


