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    Abstract
Background 10 years ago the term biosimilar was first used to describe a similar copy of biological drugs in Europe. Since then, 19 biosimilars have been approved by the European Medicine Agency, but uptake has varied across Europe.

Purpose To compare the utilisation of human growth hormone (HGH), erythropoietin (EPO) and granulocyte–colony stimulating factor (G-CSF) biosimilars, and identify whether it is cost or other potential factors which influence their uptake.

Material and methods Secondary care prescribing data between 2007 and 2015 for HGH, EPO and G-CSF were extracted from the IMS Health database and analysed using linear regression. Correlation analysis was performed between utilisation and price.

Results Utilisation of G-CSF biosimilars increased by 12.16% (95% CI 7.81–16.51) per year on average (p>0.000), and achieved 84% of the G-CSF market by 2015. A moderate to strong correlation existed between G-CSF utilisation and price of biosimilars. In stark contrast, utilisation for HGH biosimilars increased slightly by 0.9% (95% CI 0.63–1.16) per year on average (p>0.000) and EPO biosimilars by only 0.45% (95% CI 0.079–0.85) per year on average (p>0.025). HGH and EPO biosimilars achieved only 6% and 3% of the HGH and EPO markets, respectively, by 2015. A weak or no correlation existed between utilisation and price of HGH and EPO biosimilars.

Conclusion Uptake of G-CSF biosimilars was driven by unit cost while other factors appear to have influenced the uptake of HGH and EPO. The key differences were the advances in formulations and devices available for HGH and EPO, which increased ease of administration and potentially prescriber and patient preferences. There were also potential safety concerns with switching formulations of EPO. Therefore, cost only influences uptake in the absence of safety concerns or prescriber or patient preferences for new formulations or devices.

References and/or acknowledgements We are grateful to IMS Health for the supply of the data.
No conflict of interest





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/ejhpharm-2017-000640.23

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via EAHP  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via EAHP  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: European Association of Hospital Pharmacists]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses
	Top Cited Articles


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	EAHP learning modules
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Soundcloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 2047-9964

        Copyright © 2023 European Association of Hospital Pharmacy. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


