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    Abstract



Background Dabigatran etexilate (DE) is a new oral anticoagulant. It was included in the hospital's formulary as a restricted-use drug in December 2009.





Purpose To analyse DE use, compliance with the authorised indications and use restrictions, and to quantify the incidence of adverse events.





Materials and methods An observational, prospective, utilisation study was carried out over four months in a general tertiary care hospital. The Pharmacy and Therapeutics Committee approved DE, with prescriptions restricted to the Traumatology and Geriatrics Departments for the primary prevention of thromboembolic events in adults who have undergone elective total hip or knee replacement surgery.

Patient treatments were reviewed through the CPOE program as were their lab test results and clinical records. DE indications and posology were examined comparing to the summary of product characteristics and the hospital's use protocol. The standard recommended dose in adults is 220 mg/day for 10 or 28-35 days after total knee or hip replacement respectively. The only difference between the drug specifications and the hospital's protocol is that the latter allows the treatment to be extended to 4-6 weeks after total knee replacement. The incidence of adverse events related to DE was recorded.





Results During the study, 138 patients started DE; 78.99% were women, 6.52% had taken it previously and 97.10% were admitted to the Traumatology Unit. In most patients (89.13%), of whom 73.98% had undergone elective total knee replacement surgery and the remaining 26.02% total hip replacement, DE was prescribed for the licensed indications. Treatment duration accorded with the indications in 82.42% and 78.13% of patients respectively. DE was also used ‘off-label’ (10.87%), mainly for thromboembolic prophylaxis after hip fracture. Overall, 57.24% of prescriptions stuck to the recommendations. Most commonly reported adverse events were: bleeding in the surgical wound (7.97%) followed by gastrointestinal side effects (4.35%). 15.94% of patients needed transfusion of red blood cell concentrates.





Conclusions The use of dabigatran etexilate was appropriate in most patients, but more studies and close monitoring by the pharmacy are needed to confirm the safety of this drug in common practice.







  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/ejhpharm-2012-000074.368

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via EAHP  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via EAHP  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: European Association of Hospital Pharmacists]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses
	Top Cited Articles


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	EAHP learning modules
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Soundcloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 2047-9964

        Copyright © 2023 European Association of Hospital Pharmacy. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


