





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via EAHP  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: European Journal of Hospital Pharmacy]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via EAHP  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 19, Issue 2 
	Better medicines for children


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    EAHP congress previews


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Better medicines for children
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Anthony Nunn

	Correspondence to Professor A Nunn, School of Pharmacy and Biomedical Sciences, Liverpool John Moores University, and Institute of Translational Medicine (Child Health), University of Liverpool, Liverpool L12 2AP, UK; A.J.Nunn{at}liverpool.ac.uk




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/ejhpharm-2012-000072

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Children have been described as ‘therapeutic orphans’, indicating a lack of authorised, age appropriate formulations of medicines to treat a variety of illnesses. Access to appropriate medicines can be particularly problematic in resource poor countries. There is some evidence that adverse drug reactions are more likely when using unlicensed or ‘off label’ medicines for children. Adherence and medication error may also be issues. In the UK, a national formulary for children was developed by paediatricians and paediatric pharmacists through the ‘Medicines for children’ project, and the British National Formulary for Children is now distributed to provide evaluated information to all doctors and pharmacists in the UK. This is complemented by a series of leaflets about unlicensed and off label medicines aimed at carers and is freely available on the internet.
Several initiatives are in place to improve the ‘orphan’ situation, with the USA starting the process with legislation designed to increase our knowledge of paediatric medicines and to improve the availability of those suitably authorised. … 
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    Footnotes
	
The gap between the availability of authorised medicines for children and for adults is beginning to reduce in Europe and the USA. We should all be concerned that the ‘better medicines for children’ initiatives will ‘run out of steam’, especially if there is a global economic downturn.
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