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    Abstract
Background Imatinib has a high likelihood of drug interactions due to hepatic oxidative metabolism.

Purpose To evaluate the incidence and severity of interactions between imatinib and home treatment of oncohaematology patients.

Material and methods Retrospective observational study of oncohaematology patients treated with imatinib between January and March 2014. The following data were collected: age, sex, diagnosis, date of start and end of treatment with Imatinib and concomitant prescribed medicines. Imatinib interactions with other drugs were assessed by the software tool Micromedex 2.0. These were classified as: contraindicated, severe, moderate and mild.

Results 24 patients were included. 58% were men (n = 14) with a mean age of 61 years. The main indication for imatinib was chronic myeloid leukaemia (54%). 164 prescriptions were analysed. The most prescribed therapeutic groups were: analgesics (19%), antidepressants and anxiolytics (16%), antihypertensives (11%) and gastric protectors (10%). 16 interactions between imatinib and concomitant treatment were detected, affecting 50% of patients. 69% were severe interactions and 31% moderate interactions. 6 patients had one severe interaction, 2 had two severe interactions, 1 patient suffered a severe and a moderate interaction and 2 patients each had two moderate interactions. Severe interactions were due to paracetamol (n = 8), acenocoumarol (n = 2) and amiodarone (n = 1). Moderate interactions were for itraconazole (n = 2), tamsulosin (n = 1), ketoconazole (n = 1) and levothyroxine (n = 1). The effect of severe interactions was reviewed and no clinical relevance was detected to date. These patients were selected for special monitoring by the pharmacist.

Conclusion Like other studies on the subject, our study shows that there are numerous interactions between imatinib and other drugs. The interactions detected are severe or moderate. It is important to keep track of patients treated with imatinib who take paracetamol due to the very frequent use of this drug.

Reference
	Farm Hosp 2014;38(4):338–363
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