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    Abstract
Background Oral anticoagulants (OAC) play a crucial role in preventing thromboembolic diseases. However, these medications may carry numerous problems and risks while applied. Patients taking oral anticoagulants may have a higher risk of bleeding during a surgical intervention.

Purpose Our aim was to analyse the risks that patients on oral anticoagulant therapy may have during their hospitalisation and surgical procedure.

Material and methods Patients were recruited from the traumatology department, admitted with osteoporotic hip fractures. A retrospective analysis was performed for the period between January 2011 and August 2012. Data were recorded from the patient charts and documentation. Data comparison was made regarding the risks of patients on OAC and of patients not taking oral anticoagulants (control group).

Results 510 patients were enrolled in this study (133 males, 377 females), mean age 79.68 ± 9.81 years (mean ± SD). On admission, 49 patients were taking OAC (14 males, 35 females, mean age 80.88 ± 10.04 years), which was acenocumarol. 119 men and 342 women (mean age 79.56 ± 7.22 years) were included in the control group. In the OAC group, more time elapsed between the admission date and the surgical procedure: 3.43 days (±2.30 days) versus 1.74 days (±2.21 days) in the control group (p ≤ 0.001). At the same time, there was no substantial difference in the length of operation between the two groups: 1 h 54 min versus 1 h 50 min. Following the surgical intervention, the mean length of hospital stay did not differ significantly between the two groups (11.24 days). Complications during the surgical procedure and/or hospital stay occurred in 57.1% in the OAC group and in 51.8% of controls. During the hospital stay, 53.1% of the OAC group received blood transfusion compared with 45.3% of the control group. Mortality rate was 8.16% in OAC patients versus 3.14% in the control group. Autopsy confirmed cause of mortality was not available.

Conclusion Although the overall hospital stay did not differ significantly, considerable differences were seen regarding length of time elapsed until surgery, complication rate and mortality rate between the OAC and control groups. The higher mortality rate highlights the frailty of patients receiving oral anticoagulant therapy.
No conflict of interest.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/ejhpharm-2016-000875.117

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via EAHP  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via EAHP  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: European Association of Hospital Pharmacists]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses
	Top Cited Articles


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	EAHP learning modules
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Soundcloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 2047-9964

        Copyright © 2023 European Association of Hospital Pharmacy. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


