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In recent years the phenomenon of medicine shortages has increased worldwide, resulting in serious difficulties for healthcare professionals in ensuring access to treatment for patients.1 2 During the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic, the phenomenon was further exacerbated by the massive consumption of specific medicines with consequent shortages due to production-related problems.3 The issue has been addressed by identifying overlapping alternative therapies, or by importation or even by making extemporaneous substitute preparations.4 At the centres run by our regional health authority (two hospitals and three prisons), an analysis was conducted to assess the trend in the phenomenon in the three waves of the pandemic, considering medicines included in the therapeutic formulary (TF). The aim of the research was to determine the daily impact of the … 
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